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I. CALL TO ORDER: This meeting has been given public notice in accordance 
with the Section 25-19-106 of the Freedom of Information Act, in such form 
that will apprise the general public and news media of subject matter that is 
intended for consideration and action. 

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; 

 
I. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Peter Christie, Council Members John Flynn, Linda Lloyd, 

James Wozniak, Larry Wilms, Doug Fowler and Steven Bourke  
 

II. CITIZEN INPUT/PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  Please be advised that it is the policy 
of the municipality that there will be a three minute time period, per person, 
with time extension per the Chief Presiding Officer’s discretion; be further 
advised that there may be limited discussion on the information received, but 
no response or action will be made under public comment. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: June 24, 2019 City Council meeting. 

            
IV. REPORTS:  Monthly Financial Report May 2019. 

        
V. MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES: and read all proposed ordinances and 

resolutions on the agenda by title only. 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 
1. R2019-RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO A 

CONTRACT WITH CENTER POINT CONTRACTORS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $42,948.00 FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL TRAIL 
CROSSINGS IN LIEU OF TUNNELS AS PART OF THE BELLA VISTA 
TRAIL EXPANSION PROJECT. (Tabled from June meeting.) 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. ORDINANCE 2019- REPEALING THE ENTIRETY OF DIVISION 4 
OF ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 2 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA (SECTIONS 2-105, 2-106, 2-107, 
2-108, 2-109, 2-110, 2-111, 2-112, AND 2-113), AND ADOPTING A 

 
MEETING: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE AND TIME: Monday, July 22, 2019 – 6:30 P.M. 
             District Court, 612 Lancashire Blvd. Bella Vista, Arkansas 
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NEW SECTION 2-105 TO EFFECTUATE THE ADOPTION OF 
CITY COUNCIL RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE BY 
RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL RATHER THAN BY 
ORDINANCE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 

B. R2019-RESOLUTION RE-ADOPTING THE RULES OF ORDER AND 
PROCEDURE OF THE BELLA VISTA CITY COUNCIL. 

 
 
 
 
 
MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

• The next City Council Work Session will be Monday August 19, 2019 
at 5:30PM in the Bella Vista District Court Building. 

• The next Regular meeting of the City Council, Monday August 26, 2019 
at 6:30 PM at the Bella Vista District Court Building. 

• Planning Commission Work Session will be Thursday August 1, 2019 at 
4:30PM in the Bella Vista District Court Building. 

• Planning Commission Regular Meeting will be August 12, 2019 at 
6:30PM in the Bella Vista City Hall Conference Room. 

• Board of Zoning Adjustment will be August 20, 2019 at 5:30PM in the 
Bella Vista District Court Building. 

• Board of Construction Appeals will be August 13, 2019 in the Bella 
Vista District Court Building.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
*** Please note: Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate 
the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate aids and services. T o  
request this service, please contact the City Clerk at 479-876-1255. 
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BELLA VISTA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING – JUNE 24, 2019 

Call to Order at 6:30PM by Mayor Christie 

Pledge of Allegiance recited by all. 

Roll of Council called by City Clerk Jertson; Council Members Wozniak, Flynn, Lloyd, Fowler, Bourke & 
Wilms present. 

Citizen Input; 

Mary Jane McKinney, 940 East Arlington spoke about the first two Resolutions on the agenda for the 
property at 9386 Suits Us Drive and 9390 Suits Us Drive. They had submitted a Deconstruction plan for 
the one property with plans of using the materials to rebuild the other structure. She brought in a copy 
of the original plans for the cabins. She stated that the floor joists and the underpinnings of the 
structure are sound. They would like until the first week of Sept, to carry out this plan. 

Deb Dakken, 6 Penwith Lane, talked about the various rules in Bella Vista from the city, the POA and the 
ACC and how they relate to the Playground equipment in the front yards. She feels that there should not 
be duplication of rules because of the confusion it causes. She feels that the three groups need to work 
together on these issues. 

Ron Stratton, 35 Tire Drive. He wanted the City to reimburse the POA for the expenses incurred in 
fighting the Stump dump fire. The justification for that is the fact that the City has firefighting as part of 
the services it provides to the residents. 

Matt Yockey, 47 S. Cheshnut Drive spoke about playground equipment in the front yard. He urges a 
change in this rule and that he is willing to work with the ACC to make the change they desire. 

Melissa Brannon, 2 Basildon Circle, talked also about the playground equipment in the front yard and 
would like the various agencies to work together to end the confusion. 

Sandy Fosdick, 37 Stonehaven Drive, has concerns about the trail crossings. She is concerned about how 
close some of the trails are to the roads and thinks that they should be reexamined. She feels they are 
dangerous. 

Lynn Golbeck, 7 Aycock Lane is concerned that there are a lot of bad elements causing problems in Bella 
Vista. She is concerned that there is a need of improving safety in areas of Bella Vista. Also concerned 
about playground equipment right next to her house.  

Minutes from the May 20, 2019 City Council meeting. Mayor Christie asked if there were any 
corrections or additions to the minutes. A motion to approve as presented was made by John Flynn, 
seconded by Doug Fowler. Roll call vote was unanimous to approve. 

Financial Report for April was sent out and the Mayor urged anyone with questions to contact Finance 
Director Cary Elsten. 

Council Member Doug Fowler made a motion to suspend the rules and add a Resolution to the agenda. 
This concerns an appointment to the A & P Commission. Second by John Flynn. Ayes: 6, Nays: 0 This will 
be item E on the agenda. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
 
R2019-29 RESOLUTION ORDERING THE RAZING AND REMOVAL OF A DILAPIDATED AND UNSAFE 
STRUCTURE OWNED BY RICHARD P. MCKINNEY, ET AL. AT 9386 SUITS US DRIVE IN THE CITY OF BELLA 
VISTA. Discussion was held about the fact that no specific plan has been submitted in the time allowed 
from last month’s meeting. Council member Flynn suggested that delaying has accomplished nothing 
and that it is time to move ahead with the Razing and removal. Council members Fowler and Bourke 
stated that they agree that it is time for no more delay. Council member Lloyd also commented that it is 
past time to save this property. Additional comments were made by Council members Wilms and 
Wozniak agreeing that no more delay should happen. Council Member Fowler made a motion to approve 
the motion as written. Council Member John Flynn seconded the motion. Roll call vote was taken, Ayes: 
6, Nays: 0 Adopted. 

 
R2019-30 RESOLUTION ORDERING THE RAZING AND REMOVAL OF A DILAPIDATED AND UNSAFE 
STRUCTURE OWNED BY JULIA ANN MCKINNEY AT 9390 SUITS US DRIVE IN THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA. 
Council member Bourke stated that the property owners have had ample time to accomplish their plans. 
Comments were made by various council members about the time line and it was clarified that after 30 
days the city will be tasked with razing and removal. Council member Fowler said he would be willing to 
give some additional time if others on the council felt the same. Other members of the council thought it 
was time to move forward. Council member John Flynn made a motion to approve, second was made by 
Council member Larry Wilms. Roll call vote was taken, Ayes: 6, Nays: 0 Adopted. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
R2019-31 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS OF CHERYL HALL, MIKE ABB AND 
CHUCK WOODS TO POSITIONS ON THE TREE ADVISORY BOARD FOR THREE (3) YEAR TERMS ENDING 
MAY 1, 2022. Motion was made by Council member Linda Lloyd to approve, second by Council member 
Larry Wilms. Roll call vote was taken, Ayes: 6, Nays: 0 Adopted. 
 
R2019-RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO A CONTRACT WITH CENTER POINT 
CONTRACTORS IN THE AMOUNT OF $42,948.00 FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL TRAIL CROSSINGS 
IN LIEU OF TUNNELS AS PART OF THE BELLA VISTA TRAIL EXPANSION PROJECT. The Mayor described the 
reason for this and the next resolution on the agenda. Steve Bourke pointed out that this represents a 
decrease in the cost of the project. John Flynn expressed some concern about the two road crossing that 
will happen since the underground option is not viable because of the discovery of cable vaults being 
located where the tunnels would be. Jim Wozniak wanted Police Chief Graves to look at the location of 
these and other crossings from a safety point of view. Steve Bourke has concerns that we move slowly on 
this until all options for placement of the crossings are explored. Much more discussion was held by 
council members. Steve Bourke made a motion to table until the July meeting. Second by Larry Wilms. 
Roll call vote was called. Ayes: 6, Nays: 0. this resolution will be on the agenda for the July council 
meeting. 

 
R2019-32 RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 AND NO. 2 TO A CONTRACT WITH 
CROSSLAND HEAVY CONTRACTORS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF (-$182,018.01) FOR DELETION OF THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF TWO TRAIL TUNNELS AS PART OF THE BELLA VISTA TRAIL EXPANSION PROJECT. John 
Flynn said that he thought that this does not need to be tabled. Larry Wilms asked if they could be moved 
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one way or the other to avoid the issue. Motion to approve by Doug Fowler, second by Linda Lloyd. Roll 
call vote was called; Council members Lloyd, Wilms, Fowler, Wozniak & Flynn voted aye. Council member 
Bourke voted nay. Resolution adopted.  

 
R2019-RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE INTENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL NO LONGER TO PURSUE PURCHASE 
OF A PORTION OF THE CENTERTON WATER SYSTEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING CURRENTLY IN PLACE BETWEEN THE PARTIES. Mayor Christie stated some of the 
history of this item and explained the area that it would serve. He talked about the many issues and costs 
that could be a part of this purchase. After pointing out the many changes that have happened in Bella 
Vista over the time this has been in process. The Mayor expressed his concern that this may not be in the 
best interest of the residents of Bella Vista at this time. He then opened up the topic for comment from 
the council. John Flynn stated that this is not something that the residents of Bella Vista would not 
support this investment. He stated that the cost of growing this system is way too much of a speculation. 
Linda Lloyd expressed her concern that if we pass this up we may well regret that decision in the future. 
Doug Fowler also expressed concerns that we have had no meaningful commercial development in Bella 
Vista. He talked about how all the growth in housing has generated a limited amount of revenue for the 
city. Commercial growth is very much needed. He talked about the fact that we will probably have to go 
the voters for a sales tax increase in order to keep up with the demand. He suggested that we should 
delay making a decision on this until a future meeting. 
 

Additional comments were made by various council members including a very lengthy report from Larry 
Wilms with a lot of the history and items that he feels are important to evaluate in making this decision. 
He stated that there are many thinks that could be gained by having a “water service area.” That there 
are pockets that we could serve with water obtained from Bentonville if we had a “water service area”. 
He stated that the risks in making this purchase are worth taking in order to have the benefits that can 
be gained by making this purchase. Council member Bourke asked that the report that Council member 
Wilms presented be made a part of the minutes of this meeting. After more discussion a motion was 
made by Larry Wilms to table this Resolution until the August meeting. This was seconded by Steve 
Bourke. Council member Wozniak then asked how long can we afford to subsidize this before it has any 
chance to break even, if ever! Council member Wilms then stated that there are many more ways to 
provide water if we have a water service area. Council members Lloyd, Wilms, Fowler and Bourke voted 
aye. Council member Wozniak voted nay. Council member Flynn abstained. Motion approved 4,1 and 1 
to table until the August City council meeting. (Clerks Note: The report that Larry Wilms presented will 
be added to the end of these minutes as requested by Council member Bourke.) 
 
R2019-33 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE BELLA VISTA ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION COMMISSION’S 
APPOINTMENT OF JAYNE LOWE AS AN AT-LARGE COMMISSIONER FOR THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THE 
POSITION VACATED BY PAULA SANDERS. Motion to approve by Doug Fowler, second by John Flynn. 
Supported unanimously. 

 
MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

• The next City Council Work Session will be Monday July 15, 2019 at 
5:30PM in the Bella Vista District Court Building. 

• The next Regular meeting of the City Council, Monday July 22, 2019 at 
6:30 PM at the Bella Vista District Court Building. 
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• Planning Commission Work Session will be Thursday June 27, 2019 at 
4:30PM in the Bella Vista District Court Building. 

• Planning Commission Regular Meeting will be July 8, 2019 at 6:30PM in 
the Bella Vista City Hall Conference Room. 

• Board of Zoning Adjustment will be July 16, 2019 at 5:30PM in the 
Bella Vista District Court Building. 

• Board of Construction Appeals will be August 13, 2019 in the Bella 
Vista District Court Building. 

• Recognize Bella Vista Foundation & Volunteers- Steve Bourke.  
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:31pm 
 
 
 
 
City Clerk Wayne Jertson        Mayor Peter Christie 
 

 















RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 
 

CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 
 

APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO A CONTRACT WITH CENTER 
POINT CONTRACTORS IN THE AMOUNT OF $42,948.00 FOR 
CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL TRAIL CROSSINGS IN LIEU OF 
TUNNELS AS PART OF THE BELLA VISTA TRAIL EXPANSION 
PROJECT 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA, 

ARKANSAS: 
 
 Section 1:  The City Council of the City of Bella Vista, Arkansas hereby approves Change 
Order No. 1 to a contract with Center Point Contractors in the amount of $42,948.00 for 
construction of additional trail crossings in lieu of tunnels as part of the Bella Vista trail expansion 
project. 
  

ADOPTED THIS _______ DAY OF _________________________, 2019. 
 
       APPROVED: 
 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       PETER CHRISTIE 
       MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
WAYNE JERTSON 
CITY CLERK 
 
 
Requested by:  Mayor 
Prepared by:  Jason Kelley, Staff Attorney 
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ORDINANCE NO. ___________ 
 

CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 
 

REPEALING THE ENTIRETY OF DIVISION 4 OF ARTICLE II OF 
CHAPTER 2 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BELLA 
VISTA (SECTIONS 2-105, 2-106, 2-107, 2-108, 2-109, 2-110, 2-111, 2-112, 
AND 2-113), AND ADOPTING A NEW SECTION 2-105 TO EFFECTUATE 
THE ADOPTION OF CITY COUNCIL RULES OF ORDER AND 
PROCEDURE BY RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL RATHER THAN BY 
ORDINANCE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, the Bella Vista City Council currently operates pursuant to rules of order and 

procedure adopted by an ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable for the Council to re-adopt its rules by a resolution in 

lieu of adoption through an ordinance as such is a more customary practice and will provide for a 
more direct and seamless process for future rules amendments; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is not the intent of the Council to make substantive changes to its rules of 

order and procedure by their re-adoption in a resolution; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS: 
 
 SECTION 1:  The entirety of Division 4 of Article II of Chapter 2 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Bella Vista (Sections 2-105, 2-106, 2-107, 2-108, 2-109, 2-110, 2-111, 
2-112, 2-113) is hereby repealed. 
 
 SECTION 2:  There is hereby adopted a new Section 2-105 to the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Bella Vista which shall read as follows: 
 
 “Sec. 2-105. – Rules of Order and Procedure to be Adopted by Resolution. 

The city council shall adopt such rules of order and procedure as it deems advisable 
and that are consistent with state law through an appropriate resolution.” 
 

 SECTION 3:  NOT TO BE CODIFIED.  The repeal of rules of procedure effectuated by 
the adoption of this Ordinance shall have no effect on business which may be pending before the 
City Council as of the effective date of this Ordinance.  Further, rules of order and procedure 
adopted by resolution pursuant to the authority of Section 2 herein shall be deemed a continuation 
of rules of order and procedure in effect as of the effective date of this Ordinance. 
 
  

ADOPTED THIS ______ DAY OF ________________________, 2019. 
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APPROVED: 
 
 
             
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor Peter Christie 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
City Clerk Wayne Jertson 
 
 
Requested by Council Member Steven Bourke 
Prepared by Jason Kelley, Staff Attorney 
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RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE 
OF THE BELLA VISTA CITY COUNCIL  

 
 

Rule 1 - Regular meetings. 
The City Council shall meet in regular session at least once monthly at a time and place designated by the 
Mayor/Council. The meeting time and location will be provided far enough in advance to allow normal 
news media and public notification. 
 
 
Rule 2 - Special meetings. 
(a) Call. When in the best interests of the city, the Mayor may call a special meeting of the City Council. 
In addition, any three Council Members may call a special meeting of the City Council by signing and 
providing a notice to the City Clerk announcing a special meeting, and stating in the notice the agenda, 
date, time and location of the meeting. Notification of special meetings, including the agenda, shall be made 
at least two hours prior to the meeting. Such notification shall be made by personal service or by telephone 
to each member specifying the time, place and agenda of the meeting.  
 
(b) Purpose. No special meeting shall be called for agenda items which may be considered at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council without placing risk to the public or additional financial 
expense to the city. At any special meeting, no business other than that stated in the agenda for the special 
meeting shall be considered.  
 
(c) Cancellation. Only the Mayor, or the three Council Members calling a special meeting, may cancel a 
special meeting. 
 
 
Rule 3 - Police attendance. 
The city police chief or an on-duty police officer shall attend every regular and special Council meeting. 
 
 
Rule 4 - Executive sessions. 
Executive sessions may not include general discussion about making policies related to considering 
employment, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplinary action or resignation of any public officer or 
employee. An executive session may be requested by the Mayor or any Council Member. A majority vote 
by the City Council is required to convene in executive session. 
 
 
Rule 5. - Work sessions/committee meetings. 
Work sessions and committee meetings of the City Council shall be open to the public, and shall be subject 
to notification as required by law, and as provided herein. 
 
 
Rule 6 - Notification. 
The City Clerk will notify the local news media, of the time, place, date, and agenda of all regular meetings, 
as soon as practical but not less than three days prior to the meeting. In the event of a special meeting, work 
session, or committee meeting, the City Clerk shall notify the local news media, of the date, time, place, 
and purpose of the meeting as soon as becoming aware of the meeting; however, in all instances, at least 
two hours before such meeting convenes. 
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Rule 7 - General rules of procedure. 
(a) Parliamentary rules. Except as otherwise noted herein, the Procedural Rules for Municipal Officials 
published by the Arkansas Municipal League, May, 2014, a copy of which will be on file in the office of 
the City Clerk, shall serve as the rules of procedure governing meetings of the City Council. Rulings of the 
Chair regarding matters of procedure shall be final, unless reversed by the Council as provided in subsection 
(f) of this section.  
 
(b) Agenda. Business at regular City Council meetings shall be limited to matters listed on an agenda, which 
shall be prepared for each regular meeting by the City Clerk, from subjects submitted to him by the Mayor 
and/or by Council Members. Such agenda shall be made up and completed not later than 12:00 noon on the 
third day preceding such meeting, at which time the agenda shall be available for newspaper publication 
and posted on the city administrative bulletin board. Matters not disposed of shall carry over and be included 
in the agenda for the next regular meeting or until disposed of by the Council. No matters, except those 
contained in the agenda may be considered by the Council at any regular meeting, unless the rules are 
suspended by a two-thirds vote of the entire Council.  
 
(c) Order of business. The normal order of business at regular meetings of the City Council shall be:  

(1) Call to order.  
(2) Invocation.  
(3) Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  
(4) Roll call.  
(5) Public comments (30 minutes.)  
(6) Response to Public Comments 
(7) Action on the minutes of the last meeting.  
(8) Reports: a. Financials. b. Mayor. c. Boards and standing committees. d. Special committees.  
(9) Unfinished business.  
(10) New business.  
(11) Announcements.  
(12) Adjournment.  

 
(d) Quorum. A majority of the City Council shall be necessary to constitute a quorum to do business. The 
concurring vote of a majority of the entire City Council shall be required to pass procedural motions except 
for specific actions noted in this division that require a two-thirds or unanimous vote of the entire Council.  
 
(e) Public participation. At regular Council meetings members of the audience will be offered an 
opportunity to speak to the City Council during a specified time in the agenda. Thirty minutes will be 
allotted for the public participation time and each member will be timed and limited to three minutes. If the 
30 minutes is up and everyone desiring to address the Council has not had time to do so, it will be up to the 
discretion of the Council to extend the time or not.  

(1) Anyone wishing to address the City Council must sign up to do so, prior to the meeting 
beginning, on a sign-up sheet that will be provided at the entrance to the meeting location. The 
sign-up sheet will require name, address and telephone number in case the City Council wants 
further contact with the speaker. The presiding officer shall call upon the members desiring to 
address the Council in the order of sign-up.  
(2) Upon speaking to the City Council, the member shall first state his name followed by a concise 
statement addressing the subject of concern. Repetitive comments shall be avoided; this applies to 
comments made at a previous meeting. All remarks shall be addressed to the City Council as a 
whole and not to any particular member of the City Council. 
(3) At the conclusion of public participation as provided herein, any Council Member seeking 
recognition shall be recognized by the Chair to provide any comment they desire to make in 
response to offered public comments.  
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(f) Appeal from decision of the Chair. Any Council Member may appeal to the Council a decision of the 
Chair. Reversal of a decision of the Chair requires a two-thirds majority vote of all the members present.  
 
(g) Voting. For all ordinances, resolutions, and most motions, a roll call vote will be conducted where every 
member present, when a question is put to a vote, shall vote "yes," "no," or "abstain" and the vote will be 
recorded by the City Clerk. For some relatively insignificant motions, decided by the presiding officer, a 
show of hands vote and recording only total of yes and no votes will suffice. Except for a question necessary 
to clarify the meaning of the motion, resolution, or ordinance being voted upon, no questions or comments 
by members of the City Council, including the Mayor, shall be made during the voting on the pending 
motion, resolution or ordinance. The Council Members will vote at City Council meetings in the order of 
their ward and position number, but with a progressively different position voting first on each item at each 
meeting.  
 
(h) Reconsideration. After the decision of any question, any member of the majority may request a 
reconsideration of any action at the same or the next succeeding meeting; provided, however, that a 
resolution authorizing or relating to any contract may be reconsidered at any time before final execution 
thereof. A motion to reconsider requires a simple majority for passage. After a motion for reconsideration 
has once been acted on, no other motion for reconsideration thereof shall be made without unanimous 
consent.  
 
(i) Cell phones and pagers. Cell phones and pagers must be turned off or put in silent mode and not used 
within the City Council meeting room during any meeting in session. An exception may be made by the 
presiding officer for an explicit reason.  
 
(j) Seating. Members shall occupy the respective seats at meetings as identified by the nameplate. The 
Mayor (or Mayor pro tempore in the Mayor's absence) and City Clerk shall be seated near the center of the 
Council Members’ table.  
 
(k) Invocation. Consistent with constitutional requirements, city administration shall develop a policy for 
the selection of persons to lead invocational prayers at regular meetings of the City Council. Such persons 
must serve as a minister to a congregation located in the city or serve as a chaplain to an organization or 
entity located in the city. 
 
 
Rule 8 - Proposed ordinances; resolutions; motions. 
(a) Ordinances; resolutions. All resolutions and ordinances shall be provided to the Council Member in 
writing before being acted upon by the City Council.  
 
(b) Other motions; amendments. All amendments to resolutions and ordinances and all other motions must 
be reduced to writing before being acted upon by the City Council. The City Clerk and/or the Mayor must 
reduce any amendment or other motion to writing and the Mayor must read back the motion to the Council 
before final action may be taken by the Council.  
 
(c) Motions to be stated by the Chair. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by the Mayor 
before debate.  
 
(d) Withdrawals. After being stated by the Mayor, a motion may not be withdrawn by the mover without 
the consent of the member seconding it and approval of the City Council.  
 
(e) Emergency clause. An emergency clause in an ordinance:  
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(1) Will be referenced in the ordinance title;  
(2) Will be explained as to reason and need for early or different effective date; and  
(3) Will be voted on separately from the basic ordinance requiring a two-thirds vote of the Council 
for passage. 

 
Rule 9 - Duties and privileges of Mayor. 
(a) Power to discuss and vote. The Mayor may enter into the discussion on any motion, resolution, or 
ordinance. The Mayor does not have the right to vote for an emergency clause on an ordinance. An 
emergency clause requires four affirmative votes by Council Members to pass.  
 
(b) Mayor pro tempore. The City Council shall at the time of organizing, in public session, elect one of its 
members as Mayor pro tempore. Any Council Member may nominate himself or any other member of the 
City Council for Mayor pro tempore, and no second of a nomination is required. Each Council Member 
shall vote by naming his choice by voice vote if there is more than one nominee for a position. A majority 
vote of the City Council shall be required for election. In the absence of the Mayor, the Mayor pro tempore 
shall preside at the City Council. The Mayor pro tempore acting as the Mayor may move, second and debate 
from the Chair and shall not be deprived of the rights and privileges of being a member of the City Council 
by reason of his acting as the Mayor pro tempore. 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 
 

CITY OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS 
 

RE-ADOPTING THE RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE OF THE 
BELLA VISTA CITY COUNCIL 

 
WHEREAS, the Bella Vista City Council currently operates pursuant to rules of order and 

procedure adopted by an ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable for the Council to re-adopt its rules by a resolution in 

lieu of adoption through an ordinance as such is a more customary practice and will provide for a 
more direct and seamless process for future rules amendments; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is not the intent of the Council to make substantive changes to its rules of 

order and procedure by their re-adoption in this Resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, the rules re-adopted pursuant to this Resolution should only take effect on 

the effective date of an appropriate ordinance adopted by the Council repealing the rules of order 
and procedure adopted by ordinance and made a part of the Bella Vista City Code;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF BELLA VISTA, ARKANSAS: 
 
 SECTION 1:  The Rules of Order and Procedure of the Bella Vista City Council, attached 
to this Resolution as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein as if set out word for word, are hereby 
adopted. 
 
 SECTION 2:  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon the effective date of an 
ordinance repealing the rules of order and procedure adopted by ordinance and made a part of the 
Bella Vista City Code. 
 
 ADOPTED THIS ______ DAY OF ________________________, 2019. 
 
        

APPROVED: 
 
             
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor Peter Christie 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________ 
City Clerk Wayne Jertson 
 
Requested by Council Member Steven Bourke 
Prepared by Jason Kelley, Staff Attorney 
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